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e envision many exciting opportunities through FFA, in addition to what is contained 

in our presentation ... 

 

We believe in the idea of "Mission in Return". Essentially this means that the countries to 

where Europe has sent historically sent missionaries are now returning this “investment”, by 

sending missionaries to our part of the world. 

Europe was the first continent fully reached by the Christian message. But today Europe is the 

only continent where the Kingdom of God is not advancing and where the Christian Church is 

in steady decline. 

Only a small percentage of the world’s missionary efforts are presently directed toward 

Europe. Meanwhile Europe's resistance to the Gospel is stronger than ever. 

Although FFA is presently primarily focused on Canada and Europe, we see exciting 

possibilities, in partnership with FFA, to create opportunities for talented young athletes in 

Africa and other areas. These young people would otherwise have little chance to develop 

their talent to the level where they might be able to try out for a career with a European soccer 

club. Ideally, our target group would be young people who are not only talented soccer 

players, but are also dedicated and passionate Christians and even Salvationists.  

Not only would this be an unparalleled chance for these young people to get a chance to 

develop their talents and realize their full potential, it will also have great impact to the 

European soccer clubs (and other players) to experience the young people's testimonies, 

witness their faith and dedication and see them acting as positive role models. It would benefit 

Salvation Army corps/churches in the city to which they are hosted. In short, the FFA players 

would be missionaries to Europe, in every sense. 

Visby corps has for many years been involved with exchanges to Zambia under the GotZam 

project. We have received volunteers from Zambia and sent our from Gotland, to Zambia. 

One challenge we found when hosting Zambian volunteers is that it has at times proved 

challenging to find programs and activities for them to be involved with in a way that works 

for both parties, as language and cultural barriers create certain inherent limitations. However 

our experiences have been mostly positive. 

I believe that by working with the FFA model, there will be no need to develop programs or 

create activities for these young people. They will already have an obvious focus and 

extensive networks through their soccer playing. Further, they have a source of income and 

can easily support themselves. It would essentially be a “tent-making” proposition. 

 

The Salvation Army’s main role will be providing resources in the form of young people who 

will then be given the chance to reach their full potential. The corps/churches at the receiving 

end will benefit from this opportunity by gaining an extended arm into the sports world ...”   
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